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Josef Musilek (1885-1941) was a Czech ornithologist who — as a soldier of the Czechoslovak
Army — crossed Asia on the Trans-Siberian Railway and visited Canada on his return-way
from Asia to Europe (see Musilek 1924, 2006, Steidler 1937, Lemberk & Mlikovsky 2006).
He reached Canada on 21 June 1920 in Vancouver and left it on 21 July 1920 in Halifax. He
crossed Canada by train, but he spent most of time in the military camp in Valcartier (he wrote
Valcartiers) at the city of Quebec, Quebec Province, where he stayed from 27 June to 18 July
1920 (see Steidler 1937, Musilek 2006, Lemberk & Mlikovsky 2006).

During his stay at Valcartier, Musilek observed and collected birds and bird eggs (Musilek
1924, Mlikovsky 2004, 2006). His collection of birds and bird eggs from Asia and Canada
was obtained by the National Museum (Narodni muzeum; NMP) in Praha, Czech Republic,
from Musilek’s daughters Hana Bendova and llona Michalkova in 1961 (see also Mlikovsky
2004, Miikovsky & Styblo 2006). It bears accession number 86/1961. A list of his collection
of Canadian birds, which has never been published so far, is presented below. All specimens
were identified by the present author.

The nomenclature and the sequence of taxa follow Dickinson (2003). Inventory numbers
are listed in brackets (all bear a prefix ‘P6V°).

The work was supported, in part, by the grants of the Ministry of Culture of the Czech
Republic Nr. DEO6P040OMG008 and MK00002327201.

Localities
Lucerne, British Columbia, Canada [52.87°N, 118.55°W]
Valcartier, Quebec, Canada [46.88°N, 71.48°W]

Systematic list

Scolopacidae

Actitis macularius: Valcartier 08.07.1920 [ad. &; 014595].

Picidae

Picoides villosus: Valcartier 11.07.1920 [juv. &; 014681].

Tyrannidae

Tyrannus tyrannus: Valcartier 06.07.1920 [004776].

Vireonidae

Vireo olivaceus: Valcartier 02.07.1920 [3; 014683], 08.07.1920 [J; 014684].
Bombycillidae

Bombyecilla cedrorum: Valcartier 06.07.1920 [ad. §; 014700], 08.07.1920 [ad. &; 014701].
Hirundinidae

Hirundo rustica: Valcartier 13.07.1920 [juv.; 004774].

Alaudidae

Eremophila alpestris: Valcartier 15.07.1920 [ad. §; 014445].
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Parulidae

Dendroica striata [Dendroica vigorsii]: Valcartier 11.07.1920 [ad. @; 014687]. Musilek
(1924) erroneously identified this specimens as a juvenile Dendroica vigorsii (= Den-
droica pinus).

Dendroica tigrina: Valcartier 12.07.1920 [ad. &; 014686].

Dendroica palmarum: Valcartier 13.07.1920 [juv.; 014688].

Geothlypis trichas: Valcartier 06.07.1920 [ad. &; 014689], 01.07.1920 [ad. Q; 014690].
Musilek (1924: 231) stated that he collected the female on 2 July, but his original label
attached to the specimen bears a date 1 July.

Wilsonia pusilla: Lucerne 22.06.1920 [3; 014691], Valcartier 08.07.1920 [F ; 014692].

Emberizidae

Melospiza georgiana: Valcartier? [ad.; 103308]. | found in Musilek’s collection this uniden-
tified and unlabeled specimen, which was not mentioned by Musilek (1924).

Spizella passerina: Valcartier 08.07.1920 [ad. Q; 014682], 10.07.1920 [juv.; 103307].

Pooecetes gramineus: Valcartier 04.07.1920 [014685].

Discussion and conclusions

Josef Musilek’s collection of Canadian birds deposited in NMP contains 20 specimens
from 15 species, which were obtained by Musilek between 22 June and 15 July 1920 at
Lucerne and at Valcartier (see also Musilek 1924, Mlikovsky 2006). All registered species
are well known to occur in the regions of collection (cf. Godfrey 1966, Cyr 1995, Gauthier
& Aubry 1995).

Souhrn

Sbirka Josefa Musilka ulozena v Narodnim muzeu v Praze obsahuje 20 exemplaria z 15
druht ptakd, které Musilek ziskal béhem své cesty Kanadou v roce 1920. Pro bliz8i udaje
o Musilkové cesté viz Steidler (1937), Musilek (2006) a Lemberk & Mlikovsky (2006);
k jeho ornitologické ¢innosti v Kanadé viz Musilek (1924) a Mlikovsky (2006).
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